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of which this or any country ever boasted.
Public exci'ement was strong, tho house
crowded, and tho orator, rising with the
greatness of the occasion, delivered a
speech, which, for lofty patriotism, cogent
reasoning, and soul-stirri-

ng eloquence, has
seldom been equalled. It met unbounded
and universal applause. He was compar-
ed to "one of the old sages of the old Con-

gress, with the graces of youth,"' and the

department, that it is possible to explain
how Mr. Calhoun found time for prepar-
ing hia numerous reports, w hich are not

surpassed by our ablest public documents,
particularly those on our Indian afluirs,
and the reduction ol the army; for the des-

patch of the immense mass of unsettled
accounts of tho war; for the examination
of the claims for revolutionary pensions;
the thorough resuscitation of the military
academy, the establishment of discipline
and rigid economy in the army; a com-

plete, which gave us at
the expense of a force of six thousand
men, so olliered as to bo capable of prompt
enlargement; a peace establishment hav.
ing the military capacity, and defensive

power of thirty thousand; the saving of
our maritime frontier; the institution of a

system ol permanent fortifications for our
coast; the est iblislrrnent of a cordon of

military posts, stretching from the upper
lakes aruund our western frontiers; and
finally, for his duties as a leading and

member of Mr. Monroe's able
uti.l enlightened cabinet.

In the secend term of Mr. Monroe's

Presidency, the question of Ihe choice of a
successor agitated the country, and Mr.
Calhoun's name was brought forward with
those ot four oilier distinguished candi-

dates. Events had turned the conlrover-sv- ,

so far ns he was concerned, more par-

ticularly between his friends and those of
Mr. Crawford, on tho subject of a

caucus, as the means of desig-

nating the chief magistrate. Mr. Cal

ceeded, by a natural transition, a passion
for the sports of the country. Though the

progress of his education was now arrest-

ed, yet his new manner of life laid the
foundation of a vigorous constitution, and
he contracted, also, that fondness of Agri-
culture, which has distinguished so many
illustrious names.

In the midst of family arrangements,
and in consequence of his growing attach-
ment to agricultural pursuits, John had a.
handoned all thought of his former studies,
when his brother James, who had been
placed in a counting house in Charleston,
returned home to spend the summer of
1800, and was so struck with his capacity,
that he importuned him to turn his attention
at once to a classical education, though it

was not till after great persuasion, that he

yielded to his brother's judgment. Ac-

cordingly ho proceeded to Dr. Waddel's
academy, which had been reopened in Co-

lumbia county, Georgia, wherein 18ilt,
he may properly be said t have begun, at
the age of eighteen a classicol education.
Here his progress was so rapid, that he
was enabled to join the junior class ut Yule
college in the aut'imn of lv0 2.

In the Institution ho took a high grade
in all the studies, but though he did not
want imagination and taste; he was pecu-
liarly distinguished by his depth and quick-
ness of his intellect. lie differed widely
from Dr. Dwight, the eminent individual
who presided over the college, in political
opinions, and although they had frequent
discussions, they were always of a friendly
character. It is related that in the course
of a recitation in Paley's Phil isophy, the
Doctor expressed a doubt "w hether the con-se-

of the governed, was the only origin
of legitimate government ? This caused
an animated debate between him and his

pupil, which held the class in delighted sus
pense till dinner, in the course of which

r- '

i
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reserved to the Stales. Nothing could ex-ce-

the derangement of the currency at
the termination of the war, when that pow er
was exclusively used by tho States, and the
notes of the b inks incorporated by them,
which coilild not be converted into specie,
and were depreciated, according to circum-
stances, from one to twenty per centum,
constituted the currency in w hich tho public
dues were collected, the public creditois
paid, and moneyed tiansaetions of the coun
try carried on. After a full examination of
the various remedies proposed for so fear-fu- l

a disease, which threatened the Union
itself, it was beli"ved by the committee that
the only practicable means of restoring a
sound currency, and placing it under the
constitutional control of the general govern-
ment, was the establishment of a bank of
sufficient capital on sound principles, bound
to redeem their notes in cash, which, by its
influence and aid, would nt once compel
and assist the State banks to specie pay.
ments- - A bill in conformity with this be-

lief was reported by Mr. Calhoun, and with
such forcible arguments did he sustain it, so
clearly did he demonstrate the unconstitu-
tional condition of the curreivy, so mani-

festly did he prove i's danger and injustice;
and that there was no other feasible icu cdy
in the power of the house, that in spite rf
the opposing influence of the State banks,
the constitutional scruple of many of the
members, and the resistance of a number of
the leaders of the opposition, ho succeeded
in effecting Iie passage of the bill, though
it was well that a decided ma-

jority were opposed to it at its introduction.
Of this powerful spc.'ch nothing remains
but an imperfect skeleton.

Resides the revenue bill, which give
rise to a debate on the state of the Union,
involving a discuss-io- of the policy of the

country in titno of peace, in which Mr.
Calhoun made one the most splendid dis-

plays of parliamentary eloquence ever ex-

hibited before Congress; other important
mbjectp arose, in all of w hich ho took a

prominent part. 1). it the lofty course pur-sue- d

by him in regard to tho "famous

compensation law," very strongly trunks
his character, and may, perhaps, the best
judged f, from the following eulogium
o..i.unccd by a strong p Wiucx Kjiponeiu."
Mr. tlrosvcnor said "he had heard with
pecii-ia- eatisfaction, the able, tnnnl v, con-

stitutional .speech of tho gentleman from
South Carolina-- Here Mr. Grosvenor,
recurring in his own mind to a personal
diirertnco with IMr. Calhoun, which aroso
during tho war paused a moment nnd
then proceeded "Air. Speaker,! will not
bo restrained tro bariior shall exist,
which I shall not leap over, for the pur.
pose of ollcring to that gentleman my
thanks for the judicious, independent, and
national course which he has pursued in

the house fur the last two years, and par-

ticularly on tho subject now before us.

Let ihe honorable gentlemen continue
with tho same independence, alool from

party views and local prejudices, to pur-
sue the great interest of his country, and
fulfil the high destiny for which it is man-

ifest he was born. The buzz of popular
applause may not cheer him on the way,
but he will inevitably arrive at a high and

happy elevation in tho view of his coun-

try and tho world."
In December, 1 S 1 7, --Mr. Calhoun was

appointed by Mr. Monroe to tho office of

Secretary of War. Here was a new the-

atre; his congressional career of six y ears
had boon brilliant; as a legislator, and as
an orator ho stood- - on a proud elevation
before his country, and now his capacity
for administration was to be tested. Such
was the deranged state of the department,
the vast accumulation of its business, and
its imperfect organization, that many
friends dissuaded him from occupying a

post of so much danger. Space w ill not

permit even a sketch of the history of his
administration of the war department
during seven years. He found it in all

its brunches, in coufision, and loft it in

complete order. He found upwards of

forty millions of dollars of unsettled ac-

counts, which he reduced to less than three
millions, and he completely prevented all
further accumulation by tho unexampled
exactness of accountability which he in-

troduced into every branch of the
and in consequence of w hich

he was enabled to report to Congress in

18 i't, th it, of the eiitirc amount ot money
draw n from tho treasury in 18.22, tor the

military services, including pensions,
to four millions live hundred and

seventy-on- e thousand nine hundred and

sixty one dollars and ninety-fou- r cents,
although it passed through the hinds ol

two hundred and ninety-on- e disbursing
there had not been a single dedi-

cation, nor the loss of a cent to the gov-

ernment: and that he ha I reduced the ex-

pense of the army from for hundred and

fifty doilris per man, ta two hundred and

eigbty-seve- n dollars, and thereby saved to

the country annually more than one mil-

lion three hundred tho isand dollars.

It is to be remembered that all this was
dnc under adverse circumstances; when

own conduct which it contains. We pass
over all these, and come to that portiou
of his political life which his friends con-

fidently believe will hereafter be lha most

distinguished, and will most strongly mark
his character with posterity. We mean
that which followed the passage of the
tariff of 1828, and the port which he felt
himself compelled to take in resistance to
what he considered an unco.viututionai
and oppressive act, in order to rrest a
course of events which he clearly yer- -

ceived, at that early period, would gro--

out of ihe measure, and which ha was un-

der a deep conviction would terminate, if
not arrested, in the destruction ot tne rro-er- ty

and the constitution of the country,
or in tho dissolution of tho Union. Ap-

prehending, from what he saw in the pas-

sage or the taritl act of 1828, that the ex-

pectations of tho friends of an equal sys
tem of benefits and burdens in rererenco
to the protective system, and a thorough
reformation of the government, ana resto-

ration of the constitution to its primitive
nrincinles, which he deemed necessary to

the preservation of the country, could not

be realized in any other way, he turned
his attention lrotrr that time to the tovcr--

eirntu of the States, and their reserved

rights as the only certain means of effect- -

in" these obiects, the salvation ot our m- -
" J. t mi t

stitution, and ol the union, ine resun
was, that view ol our system wuion recog
nized each State as a sovereign party to
the political compact, a right to declare an
act ot Congress which it boneves to do
unconstitutional, to be null and votd, and
of cruise not obligatory upon its citizens,
and to arrest the execution of such an act
within its limits. This doctrine which
was rendered so unpopular under tho nama
of nullification, is maintained to be clear

ly contained in tne virginru uuu u

lucky resolutions, is more fully slated
and carried out in the discussions to which

it gave rise in the controversy be-

tween S juth Carolina and the general gov-

ernment. In these discussions, the pa.
pers prepared by Mr. Calhoun constitute

striking part.
The first of these papers attriputca iq

tihi'T'jo exposition or ni- - onira aro- -

lina legislature in the. Session of 1828,
in which a full and very origiunl view is
taken of the relations between the States
and the general government, and the op-

eration of the productive system as ef-

fecting unequally the two great sections
of the Union. This was followed, in
1830, by a statement drawn up by Mr.
Calhoun, containing his opinion on the re-

lation between the State and the general
government, in deference to public opin-
ion, which seem to demand an exposition
of his views on a subject which then be-

gan so deeply to agitate the country. The
open avowal of doctrines then considered
by many a little snort ot treason, which
he knew would separate him lrom many
of his political friends on a conviction of
duty, and without regard to the etlect it
would have upon his popularity, required
a firmness of purpose and a deep and so-

lemn sense of duty which fevr possessed.
Subsequently, at Governor Hamilton's re.
quest, he addressed him a tetter, in which
the subject is more amply discussed, and
which acquired for Mr. Calhoun a reputa-
tion for ability and candor even among .

those who did not approve his doctrine.
The payment of the public debt, with-

out a satisfactory adjustment of their tar-if- f,

brought on a crisis which will long be
remembered. South Carolina carried out
her doctrine; a convention ol the people
was called in their sovereign capacity,
and the protective acts declared unconsti-
tutional, and therefore void and no law.
At the call of the Slate, Mr. Calhoun re-

signed his office of Vice-Preside- nt of the
United States, and was elected Senator in
Congress, and took his seat in that body to
defend her cause, which be believed to be
the cause of liberty and the constitution.
His after so many years,
on the floor of a deliberative body, was
under circumstances the most trying that
can be conceived. He and his colleague
stood almost alone. The cause was uni-

versally unpopular, and regarded as syn-
onymous with disunion and treason. Un-

der these circumstances, with all the dis-

advantage of not having spoken in a pub-
lic assembly for more than sixteen years,'
he had to meet the joint array of talents,
both of the administration and the oppo-
sition. In this trying juncture, he ac-

quitted himself so well, that the tide of
public opinion which so strongly set

him at the beginning of the ses-

sion, turned in his favor, and those not
convinced by his arguments, telt at least a
conviction of his sincerity and patriotism.
The contest was mainly between Mr. Cal-
houn and the distinguished Senator from
Massachusetts, Mr. Webster, the princi-
ple point in issue between whom was final-

ly reduced to the naked question, whether
our constitution is or is not a compact be-

tween tho States, tho admitting that 'if it
be a compact, the doc trines contended for

by the former followed as necessary con-

sequences.
Ye cannot dwell upon the efforts which

Mr. Calh un made during the highly in-

teresting session of 1833,'34;but we may
with confidence cite his fpeeches on the

lne peal of tho force bill, and the piV- -
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'LIFE OF THE HON. JOHN CALD.
j WELL CALHOUN.

John Caldwell Calhoun was born, March

jl8th, 178', in Abbeville Distiict, South
Carolina, where his younger brother Put-'fric- k

now resides. I lis Grandfather, Jumcs
Calhoun, emigrated w ith his family from
Ireland, and settled in Pennsylvania, in

1773.
His father, Patrick Calh un, was then six

. years old. Several years nfterwards the
family removed to the western part of Vi-

rginia, but upon llraddock's defeat, the
wa broken up, and they went to

jRouth Carolina, when, 1750, they establish-
ed themselves in a place which was called,

Calhoun's settlement." Here the Chcro
,,kees, their immediate neighbors, very soon
attacked them. The struggle was violent.

- Half the males, and among them, the eld-Jjc-

brother James Calhoun, who command-le- d

on the occasion, fell ; after the defeat,
jtheir aged mother, with several of ibt oth-- f

er females and many of the children, were
Sbutchered by the Savages. Patrick Cal-hou-

who displayed dating courage, was
limmediulely appointed by the provinid
'government to command a body of rangers

lor the defence of the frontier, and show.
Zed himself worthy of the station. Upon
the conclusion of peace, the family, which
iad been dispelled reoccupied "their set-

tlement."
In 177i), Patrick Calhoun was married

V' Martha Caldwell, of Charlotte County,
Virginia, niece of the Rev. James Culd-well- ,

of New Jersey, a Presbyterian Di-

vine, who stood prominent in the revolu-

tionary The issue of this marriage
were four sons and one daughter, of
whom the srbject of this memoir was the
youngest but one, and as a tribute of re-

spect to the memory of his uncle, Major
John Caldwell, a zealous whig, who hid
been inhumanly butchered by the tories, he
received the namo of John Caldwell Cal-
houn.

5 lioth parents were exemplary for piety
and virtue. The father was a hardy and
enterprising pioneer; but unlike most of
that class, he placed a high value upon ed-

ucation. Though he was entirely sell-taugh- t,

and lived the greater part of his life
on the frontier, surrounded by danger, he
made himself an excellent English schol-

ar, and an accurate and skilllul surveyor,
'which profession he long followed. He
Was the first member ever ele 'ted to the

t

provincial Legislature from the interior of
South Carolina. Of this body, and the
State Legislature, after the revolution, he
Continued a member for thirty years with-

out intermission, except for a single term,
'fintil his death, in I7!(. He was a zeal-?tu- s

whig, and a disinterested patriot. Ho
Ppposod the ndoption of the federal consti-potio- n

on the ground tint it conferred rights
n Congress incompatible with the sover-

eignty of the States.
r

At thirteen years of age. young Calhoun
Was placed at the acadeinv of his brother

: in-la- the Rev. Dr. Wad lei, since so dis-

tinguished, as a teacher, in the Southern
iStates. The death of the father, however,
interrupted his studies, and this academy
Ceased for a time. IIn continued to reside

."with Dr. Waddel, and m,al ample use of
tne circulating library, of which his brother-i-

law was Librarian Hither he resorted
instinctively, an I without any direction,
passing over lighter, and, to pers ns of his
age, nsudly mire alluring literature, fixed
his attention upon history. With such un-

remitting industry did he hbor, that ho is
aid to have read, in the course of fourteen

.weeks, Rolliri's Ancient History, Rohcrt- -

ton's Charles V., and America Voltaire's
XII, the large edition of Cook's

Voyages, the first volume of Locke on the
I iman Understanding, and several small
vorks. Under this severe application, in

jhich his meals and rest were neglected,
is eyes were injured, his countenance

"ew pallid, and I.h whole frame Lecame
t dialed. (I;s mother alarmed for his

altlj, took liim home, where separation
' 'l0'ks, air and exercise, very soon re- -

HiMuieu mm; and to his love of books, suc

"young Carolinian" was hailed as "one of
the master spirits, who stamp their name

upon the age in which they live."

Early in ihe Session, General Porter re.
tired from Congress, and Mr. Calhoun was

placed at the head of the committee on for-

eign relations, which committee, in addition
to their appropriate duties, were tailed upon
to report bills to carry into effect the milita-

ry preparations they had recommended.
Thus by circumstances, as well as by pre-
eminent ubi'ity, was ho at this early period
at the head of the party in the I louse of
Representatives, which iusiaine I the war
with England.

It was ut this momentous period he deliv-

ered one of his best speeches, from which
a short passage may be here extracted, as
well because it evinced his profound and
philosophical 'diameter of mind, as the in-

dependence of spirit, which could not in all
cases submit to the trammels of party, and
led him to diller. in common with his able
and virtuous colleague, Lowndes, from the
administration, on the subject of the re-

strictive system and the Navy. In speak-
ing of the embargo, he says "I object to
tho restrictive system, because' it does not
suit the genius of the people, nor that of
the government, nor the geographical char,
actcr of our country. We are a people
essentially active, I may say we a.ie punc-
tually so, no passive system can suit .such
a people; in action superior to all others;
in patient endurance inferior to none. Nor
does it suit the genius of our govcrmcnt. Our

government is founded on freedom, and
bates coercion. To make tho restrictive
svstcm effective, requires the most arbitra-

ry laws. England, with the severest stat.
utes, has not been able to exclude prohibit-
ed articles; and Nap deon, with all his pow-
er and vigilance, was obliged to resort to
the most barbarous laws to enforce his con-

tinental system. This nation ought to he

taught to rely on i's own courage, its forti-

tude, its skill, and virtue lor protection.
These are the onry safeguards in the hour
of danger. Man was endowed with these

great qualities for his defence. There is

nothing about him that indicates that he is

to conquer by endurance; he is not encrus
ted in a shell; he is not taught to rely upon
his insensibility, his passive suffering, for
defence. No, sir, it is on the invincible
mind, on a magnanimous nature, he ought
to rely. Herein is the superiority of our
kind; it is these that render man the lord
of the world. It is the destiny of his con-

dition that nations rise above nations, as

they are endowed in a greater degree with

these brilliant qualities."
To trace Mr. Calhoun's course or to re-

count his services during the war, would
fill a volume. It is sufficient to say, that
in the leading position of chairman of the
committee of foreign relations, in a com-

plication of adverse circumstances, during
the gloom of that contest, calculated to
overwhelm the feeble and appal the stout-es- t,

against a weight and ardor of opposi-
tion unknown to the Congress of the revo-lutio- n,

he never faltered, never doubted,
never despaired of the Republic; by his

genius and wisdom, patriotism and unshak-

en firmness, he rose conspicuous in the
constellation of talents which distinguished
both sides, and arousing his countrymen to
action by the animating strains of elo-

quence, made himself the chief supporter
of the "second war of independence," and

finally triumphed in the sunshine of glory
which burst upon the country at its termin-

ation.
At this period, the army, the navy, and

the revenue had grown beyond the wants of
peace, and the currency was deranged be-

yond all former exam:de, except at the
close of tho revol ition. The-- e subjects

give birth to momentous questions. Of
these the first was tho military peace estab-

lishment, about which there was great di-

versity of opinion. Mr. Calhoun contended
that a small peace establishment, was most

congenial with the insti'utions of the coun-

try, and that the great point was to have it

permanent and well organized, an object
which he afterwards effectually accomplish-
ed while Secretary of War.

The other important subjects were de-

ferred till the following session, when Mr.

Calaoun was placed at tho head of the com-

mittee on currency, Events which took

place at the preceding session, had designa-
ted him for the place, as he had then sue
ecssfully resisted the project of a non-speci- e

paving bank, (devised principa'ly wi:h a

view to enable government to ra se 1 ans
for the prosecution of the war,) under the
conviction that such a hank, by reasoe ol

these loans, would, on the return of peace,
be enlisted against the resumption of specie
payments, and that its influence, united
w ith that of the State banks, would defeat
the efforts of Congress to a
sound currency. He believed that it wis
intended by the constitution, to place the

currency under the control of the general
covcrnmeut, and that tho power over it was

delegated to Congfess, and was not a tight

houn believed that, in constquence of

great increase of tho patronage of
the government, it was dangerous to

place thus in the power of the President,
the choice of his successor; through his
influence over tae members of Congress,
nnd took a decided stand against it. In
the progress of tho canvass, Mr. Calhoun's
name was w ithdrawn so as to strengthen
the probability of a choice by the people,
and consequently to lessen the hazard ol

the election being devolved upon the
House of Representatives. The contest
terminated in returning Gen. Jackson, Mr.

Adams, and Mr. Crawford as the three a

highest candidates to tho house, and the
t,ttiioii uf Mr. Camoun by a large major-
ity of ihe people av Vice President We

cannot dwell on the events which succeed-

ed. During tho whole canvass Mr. Cal-

houn boro very kind personal and politi-
cal relations w ith both the leading candi-

dates; but acting on tho principle which
had placed him in opposition to a Congres-
sional caucus, he did not hesitate to avow
his opinion, that the members of tho
House, in discharging the high duties de-

volved on them, ought to act in reverence
and subordination to the will of the peo-

ple. He was necessarily, therefore, plac-
ed in opposition, which at the end of the

term, overthrew the wJministration, and
terminated in the election of Gen. Jack
son as President, and tho of
himself as Vice President.

It is admitted that Mr. Calhoun conferr-
ed upon the Vice-Presiden- a dignity
and character worthy of the station. His
decisions gave universal satisfaction, with
one exception, the circumstances of which
were remarkable, viz: his decision in re-

gard to the power of tho Vice President,
as presiding officer of the Senate, to call
a Senator to orderbr words spoken in
debate. The Senate at no period had
been in such a state of excitement. Mr.
Mr. Calhoun was known to be opposed to
the administration. It was the first case
w Inch had occurred, and tho principle on
which the decision rested was novel. The
Constitution gives each House tho pow-
er of establishing its rules of proceed-

ing, and there existed at this time no rule
in the Senate which gave tho Vice-Preside- nt

the power in question. Accordingly,
while those who took the opposite view
contended that the Vice-Preside- possess-
ed this power inherently under the Con- -

ttitution, as tho presiding officer of that

tody, Mr. Calboun decided that ns the
rules did not confer the power, either

or by implication, he did not pos
sess it, believing if he possessed it under
the Constitution there could be no appeal
to the Senate, and the freedom of debate
in liiat body would depend upon the plea-
sure of an ollicer who held his place inde
pendent of it. Satisfied with the correct
ness of his decision, Mr. Calh jun evinc
ed not the slightest impatienco at the
clamor which followed. He calmly and
confidently left his conduct to abide the
result of the cooler, and more mature in-

vestigation. The result has proved that
a good cause may be left to tho quiet op
eration ol time. After the lapse of two

years, the senate without anv movement
of his friends, took up the subject, after a
full examination and discussion, Mr. Lai
houn's decision received the deliberate
sanction of that body.

This brings us down ton period so near
the present time, that it is not necessary
to give even a sufficient narrative ol ChI
houn's course as conncciod with public
events, and accordingly we pass over the
measures adopted by Gen'l. Jackson on
hi- accession to power, the position in
which Mr. Calhoun was placed in relation
to him pditically in consequence of those
measures, the rupture ot their political
and private relations, the correspondence
to which it gave rise, the character of that1

the student evinced such depth of thought,
and such power of argument and elo-

quence, this celebrated preceptor predicted
his future rise. 'That young man," be
said to a friend, "Ins talents enough to be
President of the United States."

Just four years alter commencing the
Latin Grammar, he graduated with the
highest honors, at the head of a large and
talented elans, but ho wa prevented by
sickness from delivering his oration, the
subject of which was "The qualifications
necessary to a perfect statesman."

After enrolling himself, on his return
home a student of law with H. W.

he went to X. England, nnd en-

tered the Litchfield law school, where, for

eighteen mon'hs, under Judge Reeve nnd
Gould, he made great advancement. The
morning was devoted to law, the rest of
the day to general literature and political
science, and ho cultivated with especial
care, extemporaneous speaking. It was
in the debating society of this place, where
the nvst agitated political topics of the day
were discussed be'ore crowded meetings,
that Mr. Calhoun, who was ever the cham-

pion of the republican side, first developed
his great powers of parliamentary debate.
It was his custom, even then, to prepare by
reflection, and not by arranging on paper,
w hat he meant to say. A good memory
presented the order of his own thoughts,
and a wonderful power of analysis and
classification enabled him to digest rapidly,
and distribute in their proper places, the
answer and refutation of all the arguments
of the speakers, however numerous, whom
he followed.

In 10 5, he returned to South Carolina,
and in 1SQ7 commenced, in his native dis-

trict, a lucrative practice, ranking, from the
very outset, with the most eminent lawyers
in his circuit. An incident occurred about
this lime, whhich brought him into distin-

guished notice. Tho affair of the Chcsa-pcak- e

had just created great excitement
throughout the South; a meeting of the
people was called at Abbeville court house,
and Mr. Calhoun was one of the commit-
tee appointed to draft an address and reso-
lutions. He was requested also to address
the meeting. The day arrived the as.
sembly was large. It was his first appear-
ance before the public, and trying as was the
situation, he acquitted himself in a manner
that eqcited enthusiastic approbation. Soon
a'ler he was proponed as a candidate for
the next legislature, and in spite of a pre-

judice which for years had prevented die
election of a I twyer, he wns chosen by an
overwhelming majority. Here, during two
successive sessions, he took the lead in

every matter of importance, anJ eminent-

ly distinguished himself fir that political fore

sight and sagacity, for which he has ever
been so remark ible.

In the autumn of 1811, Mr. Calhoun
took his seat in Congress, at the com-

mencement of the first Session of the
twelfth Congress, having been elected by a
vast majority t represent the district com-

posed of A beville, Newberry and Lau-

rens. His reputation had preceded him,
and he was placed at once on the commit
tee of foreign allairs. which was at that

juncture the most important. An able re

port, on which the discussion of the scs
sion chielly turned, recommended an im-

mediate appeal to arms, and Mr. Calhoun's
first cub rt was in sustaining the measures
recommended, in reply t i a most able and

eloquent speech oi John Randolph, ulso a
member of committee, and one of the most

sagacious opponents and powerful orators

Mr. Calhoun, who hid been brought for-war- d

as a candidate for the Presidency,
had to cr.counter misrepresentations, and
a violent opposition to almost every mea
sure he proposed for the improvement of
the department. In fact rl rs only by the

perfect order and system Lrought into the

l
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